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The Birth of Studio Ceramics: Artists,
Alchemy and Fabrication

  

Three Lectures Presented by
 Jeffrey Ruda, Professor Emeritus of Art History,

University of California at Davis, California
 

 

       On Monday, April 8, Professor Ruda returns to give
the CCSC members and guests three lectures on the birth
of studio ceramics.  As we know them, studio ceramics
would not exist without foundations laid by ceramics
factories beginning around 1850.  The lectures will
illustrate how this happened, guided by two ideas about
why it happened.  One idea is purely commercial: 
manufacturers found market value in artist names.  As a
result, they cultivated a market for ceramics as the work
of individuals.  The other idea is both commercial and  

technical: in the markets of the later 1800s, technical distinction was still as much of an
edge as artistic distinction.  As a result, factories invested in long, expensive R&D, or
“research and development," projects that yielded ceramic bodies and glaze chemistry
important to early studio ceramists.  On both counts, factories trained many of the first
people who set up ceramics studios.

  
       Dr. Jeffrey Ruda received his B.A. from Swarthmore College and his M.A. and Ph.D.
from Harvard University. In 1980 he joined the faculty at the University of California,
Davis (UC Davis). During his thirty-four-year career at UC Davis, he served in several
positions, including as Art History graduate program chair and for twelve years as director
or vice chair for Art History in the Department of Art & Art History.

  
        Dr. Ruda is known for his research on the early Italian Renaissance artist Fra Filippo

Lippi, culminating in the monograph and catalogue raisonné Fra Filippo Lippi: Life and
Work with a Complete Catalogue (Phaidon, 1993). This book, widely considered to be a
landmark survey, remains in print, providing an important reassessment of Lippi’s
oeuvre. Ruda has published as well on other topics in early Renaissance art and on master



drawings.
  

        Since his retirement from UC Davis in 2013, Dr. Ruda has focused on the collection and
study of ceramics, with particular attention to ceramics of the 19th and early 20th
centuries. He has lectured on various ceramic topics as part of his ongoing research. In
2013, he became President of the San Francisco Ceramic Circle. The SFCC is an affiliate of
The Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco and The American Ceramic Circle.

  
        The CCSC welcomes Dr. Ruda to Connecticut and looks forward to his study of how the

19th-century ceramics industry served as an incubator for modern studio ceramics.
  

       The Seminar will take place at the Bruce Museum, 1 Museum Drive, Greenwich,
Connecticut, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. If you haven't signed up yet, please do so by
sending a check for $85 (member rate; non-member guest fee is $95 and the fee for
members of other ceramics organizations and students is $90) to Marylin Chou, 20 Church
Street, Greenwich, Connecticut 06830.  Questions?  Contact Marylin at 203.863.9655.

Exciting Collaboration!  The Clay Art Center and CCSC Present 
 Molly Hatch Events on May 12 and 13

 

       On Sunday, May 12 from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., the Clay Art Center (CAC) in Port
Chester, New York, will offer participants the opportunity to learn from well-known
ceramics artist Molly Hatch about surface decoration techniques, which she will explore
and demonstrate.  Ms. Hatch will speak about ways to approach surface decoration and its
relationship to form in ceramic object making.  The workshop is available to CCSC
members at a CAC member rate of $65. 

  
       Conversely, CAC members are invited to attend at a reduced fee the CCSC Monday,
May 13 lecture by Molly Hatch, "A Passion for China," which is also the title of her new
book, A Passion for China: A Little Book About the Objects We Eat From, Live with and

Love, in which she explores the roots of her own fascination with fine ceramics as well as
the more immediate enjoyment that well-used porcelain can present.

  
       For more information on the May 12 event at the CAC, go
tohttps://www.clayartcenter.org/workshops/inspired-surfaces-with-molly-hatch.  The
CCSC May 13 lecture will take place at 1:15 p.m. at the First Congregational Church of
Greenwich at 108 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich, Connecticut 06870.

Congratulations to The Marks Project!
 

       With the help of a research grant from the American Ceramic Circle, The Marks
Project, under the leadership of CCSC's own Martha Vida, has completed the photography



of one of the many named collections of ceramics at Scripps College, Claremont,
California.  Interested in learning more about the collections at Scripps and their
contribution to American ceramic art?  Go to www.themarksproject.org to explore and
learn.

 

 

 

Elephant Coffee Pot,

Manufacture nationale, Sèvres,

France, 1862. Porcelain with

pâte-sur-pâte decoration,

designed and decorated by

Marc-Louis-Emmanuel Solon

(1835-1913).  19.7 cm high.

Collection of the Sevres

National Ceramics Museum

(Sèvres – Cité de la céramique).

Elsewhere in the Decorative Arts
  

April 1:  "The Well-Dressed Window: Window Treatments at Winterthur." Lecture:
Sandra Brown, Winterthur Design Associates at the Winterthur Museum. Greenwich
Decorative Arts Society, 1:15 p.m. at the Bruce Museum, 1 Museum Drive, Greenwich,
Connecticut. For reservations, email Greenwichdecorativearts@gmail.com.

  
April 8: The Birth of Studio Ceramics: Artists, Alchemy and Fabrication. Seminar with
three lectures by Jeffrey Ruda, Professor Emeritus of Art History, University of California
at Davis.  Lunch provided. CCSC, 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Bruce Museum, 1 Museum
Drive, Greenwich, Connecticut.  For information and to register, contact Marylin Chou
atmarylin.chou@gmail.com.  See page 2 for registration costs and where to mail your
check.

  
April 25: "Cisterns in Which a Man Might Bathe and Flower Vases in Which One Might
Rear an Oak: Minton's Majolica in the Golden Age of Exhibitions, 1851-1894." The Majolica
International Society Lecture by Susan Weber, founder and director, Bard Graduate
Center.  From 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Bard's 38 West 86th Street Lecture Hall.  To
register for the free lecture, go to academicevents@bgc.bard.edu.

  
April 25: "Porcelain for the Emperors: Chinese Imperial Wares of the Song, Ming, and
Qing Dynasties." Lecture: Robert D. Mowry, Alan J. Dworsky Curator of Chinese Art



Emeritus, Arthur M. Sackler Museum, Harvard Art Museums, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
Ceramics Study Club of Boston, 1:00 p.m. at King's Chapel Parish House, 64 Beacon Street,
Boston, Massachusetts. For information and to register, go to chinastudentsclub.org.

  
April 25: "Saggar-Fired Ceramics Inspiration: Landscape." Lecture: Suzanne Hill,
ceramics artist, Concord, Massachusetts. Pottery and Porcelain Club of Rhode Island, 2:00
p.m., Rhode Island School of Design Museum of Art, Benefit Street, Providence, Rhode
Island. For information and to register, contact Daisy Schepel
atdaisy.schnepel@verizon.net.  

  
May 30November 17:  Elective Affinities: Edmund de Waal at the Frick Collection.
Exhibit, a temporary installation of site-specific sculptures made of porcelain, steel, gold
and marble by author and ceramist Edmund de Waal, along side the Frick's permanent
collection.  Frick Collection, 1 East 70th Street, New York, New York.  Go
to www.frick.orgfor further information.


